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parts, and mentally commenting on their comparisons
and relationships, is one of the most valuable of human
faculties." 1

Case 30. The defective power of mental representation
is here coupled with great lack in visual imagery.

Leonard B., 17 years, 11 months old, was brought us
for study by his mother, a very intelligent woman, be-
cause he was not succeeding in school work. He had
been attending school since six years old. He had had
tutors at various times, some of them very good teachers,
"but they never made anything of him." In spite of
having had private instruction for an entire year, in the
hope of preparing him for high school, the boy was not
able to maintain his position in the seventh grade. He
was not a delinquent, but his family had supplied him
with many wholesome interests which had done much
to prevent a growth of harmful tendencies.

The psychological examination presented a most com-
plex problem, for the results in general were exceedingly
irregular, many tests being done very well, and others,
readily performed by much younger children, were in
some instances poorly done and in others complete failures.
The problem here becomes one for analysis. We must
try to find, if possible, what mental processes are involved
in the successes and failures in order to determine if they
throw any light on the boy's inability to progress at
school.

Analysis of successful records shows that Leonard did
very well on tests with concrete material, that his per-
ceptions of form and form relationships were normal, or
above. He succeeded on construction tests, working
promptly and understandingly. Once such problems
were solved, he gained by his own experience; he per-
formed them the second time much more rapidly, showing
1Healy, William. "The Individual Delinquent." 1914.